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SINCE the publication of Part II of this Series, the third 
volume of BEZOLD’S Catalogue of the Cunetform Tablets in 
the Kouyunjik Collection of the British Museum has appeared ; 
as a necessary consequence, the plan of this work has been 
modified and extended. Parts I and II were necessarily 
confined to the Letters among the first 8,000 tablets of the 
K. Collection, the proportion of the Collection covered by 
the first two volumes of the Catalogue. As the rest of the 
K. nos. are now available for systematic study, I have 
included in the present volume Letters selected from the 
whole Collection. In all other respects, the plan is the same 
asim arts. I and II. 

It will be obvious that, among the 6,068 tablets described 
in the third volume of the Catalogue, there are some Letters 
written by scribes whose correspondence, found among the 
first 8,000 tablets, has already been collected and published 
in the first two parts of this Series. It would have been 
possible, therefore, to have added these, as a supplement, to 
the present volume. On the whole, however, it has seemed 
more expedient to relegate such a supplement to a later 
place in the Series and to continue, as in the first two parts, 


to break fresh ground. 


vi PREFACE. 


The present volume contains the texts of Kudurru, 
Bél-ibni, and Nabd-ibassi, which were promised in the second. 
Some of the best preserved of the tablets belonging to 
these scribes have been published by S. A. SMITH in his 
Keilschriftiexte Asurbanipals (1887) and in his Assyrian 
Letters from the Royal Library at Nineveh. FRIEDRICH 
DELITZSCH has reproduced a few in transliteration in his 
Assyrisches Worterbuch and in Beztrage zur Assyriologte. 
As I have already said in Part I, the texts presented by 
SMITH and by DELITZSCH have been carefully copied, and 
I have found few readings requiring correction. With such 
a large collection of Letters before them, it was only natural 
that the broken, defaced and most difficult of them were 
left by my predecessors for later workers to decipher and 
publish. 

It is still my intention to give a Corpus Epzstolarum ot 
the Kouyunjik Collections. Instead of three or four volumes 
of texts, there will be eight or ten. According to BEZOLD’s 
Catalogue there are 1,575 Letters in the K. Collection alone. 
Of course, a large number of these are broken and contain 
only a few lines of text. My plan, however, necessitated the 
publishing of all Letter-texts; therefore those which are 
defective have been inserted. No complete knowledge of 
the Letter literature of the Assyrians can ever be acquired 
until the whole material has been published. 

During my present stay in London I have been enabled, 
through the courtesy of Dr. E. WALLIS BUDGE, the Keeper 
of the Department of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, to 
copy a large number of the fine Letter-tablets contained in 
the other Collections from Kouyunjik, and these I propose 
to make the subject of the fourth volume of this Series. A 


number of the pages are already in type and I hope that the 


PREFACE. Vil 


volume will appear in the course of a few months. I shall, 
as far as possible, follow the plan I have adopted hitherto of 
publishing the Letters of each scribe together. How far, 
however, this plan will be modified will depend on the results 
to be obtained from a study of the fourth volume of 
BEZOLD’S Catalogue, which is announced to appear within 
the next few days. 

I wish especially to acknowledge my great indebtedness 
to Dr. E. WALLIS BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department, 
for the assistance granted me, which in many ways has 


facilitated my work. 


ROBERT FRANCIS HARPER. 


Lonvon, /uly 22nd, 1896. 
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Pe AS 
Af Sry Y ebb A 
3. BY < Ary 8 YB 
TW ot ee (mt Ay 
Wed SEE ah 
“Ct a 
Se uy 


Eper sae away. 


REVERSE. 


at mt « =e] EY! S> 
3. 1 EY AH “4 +e 
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[336.] K. 644. 
OBVERSE. 
ee ST SE] TE ee SS 
r] SS VY nee —— ~< ys WY 


Vs KY PES Sal CE AT Ee 


Bes qt ET Sey SY IEEE SH <I 
¥ an al | EIT el SAT El a ST En 


. AED WA ET SEY EY A COTY 


Ye ASL aS UA EL BY SHEE IT 
YA Airy > ce Ey A Be uM 


2 ey KK > oe ee 


ak hea ee A a Con ak ite BYES S/o ell 
AEY EE ~IEeE SY BE I eye « Ga | 


. EIS EEE Aey fey Ey Y MEY EY 


CEBY ¥ MEY SEN SAY TS HY TUS Set TET 
Peatcel ¥ ES | <— 4 Ze 


WA A rt SEY ES RY Fifa 


Aa ||| °e ENT ET AT a EE TS Sryd) 
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BRYA ly Ba 
BE APE ee AED EV AY eo 
¥ AB i Ee & ENA Ee LY ER 
SE) SE Tq OID EV AY ae & 
6. = ta) Y - <1 ae PK 
¥ CA WY Spee ST a, an Wy AY 
ay a AEY A SY] Stye] de 
9. ERY Te 4 oft Le de EK a Ss S| ou! 
Pease] 2 oS el AE) = A El Se 
on] = =! ¥ ElAY =x! Az) ST OS 
r2. eK HK A ey ART EY SH 
Sey l Sey MET 1 ele EE 
(BY dels is 4x EE YET 
et sty SY i Se a 
Weed ee oS EET EY = TY 
ree AW AETEE VEE 5) 4) 4 tt 
ree -y £7 <> 
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